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Spyker - a brief history
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In 1880, the brothers Spijker found 
the company as an exclusive 
horse carriage manufacturer, 
culminating in building the “Golden 
State Coach”, and then expanding 
in the construction of luxury 
automobiles destined for the royal, 
rich and famous of the early 20th 
century. 

In 2000, Spyker is resurrected 
with the Spyker C8 Spyder and 
the C8 Laviolette. Spyker 
manages to securely position 
itself within the ultra-premium 
sports car segment, one of only 3 
successful entrants in the last 20 
years. The models produced in 
this period now sell for 
significantly higher than their 
original retail prices.   
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In a totally new corporate 
structure with merely its founder 
and his partners as shareholders, 
new Spyker focuses on the 
development of ultra-premium 
handcrafted products.
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1880 1925

Spyker founded Spyker ceases trading 

Phase I - Heritage

The brothers Spijker founded Spyker as a horse carriage 
manufacturer in 1880, culminating into the production of the 
Golden State Coach (still in use today). In 1901, they 
commenced the manufacturing of automobiles and their 
drive for luxury and innovation. This is exemplified by the 
introduction of the world’s first 6 cylinder engine and first 4 
wheel drive system in 1903.

During WWI, Spyker merges with the Dutch Aircraft Factory 
N.V. and adopts the axiom “Nulla Tenaci Invia Est Via”, 
which very appropriately still very much signifies the brand, 
the company and its stakeholders today.

After WWI, Spyker restarts the production of automobiles, 
yet with its luxurious automobiles finds insufficient market 
during the recession in the early twenties, following which 
the company ceases trading.
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The Spyker company was founded 
in 1880 by two Dutch brothers, 
Hendrik Jan and Jacobus Spijker, 
who were blacksmiths by 
profession. At first, the ambitious 
brothers concentrated on building 
and maintaining carriages in 
Hilversum.

1880

In 1898, the Spijker brothers built 
their first Benz-engined motorcar 
with which they won immediate 
acclaim for the craftsmanship of 
their bodywork.

1898

In the same year, they experienced 
their first major highlight when the 
opulent “Golden State Coach” was 
delivered to Queen Wilhelmina of 
the Netherlands.

Spyker founded First car Golden state coach
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Spyker regularly competed in 
reliability and time trials. In 1901 
Spyker entered a car in the ‘Toer 
door Nederland’. Instead of starting 
with the rest of the field in this four-
day, 556 km long race, they started 
2 days later and won the race in 
just 23 hours.

1901-1903

Spyker 60 HP Grand Prix racer. 
The world’s first six-cylinder four-
wheel drive and four-wheel brake 
car

1903

The 60 HP Grand Prix racer 
competes in the Blackpool speed 
trials and finished third.

1904

‘Toer door Nederland’ 60 HP Racer Blackpool trials
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In 1903, based on the experience 
gained by exporting their luxury 
coaches the Spijker brothers 
change their company name to 
‘Spyker’.

1903

The latest cars have the new round 
signature grille and four-wheel 
drive is available on the four-
cylinder cars. This picture is taken 
at the 1905 Brighton speed trials.

19051904

Global English trials Competition

The 2nd generation Spyker does 
well in the English trials and are 
awarded for their ability to climb 
hills and Spyker’s attention to 
detail.
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A ‘28 PK’ climbs the Scottish Hills 
in the the ‘Scottish Reliability Trials’ 
with a customer car. Spyker: “Our 
cars are so good that we do not 
have to proof that in competitions”.

1906

The ‘Spyker 14/18 PK’ finished 2nd 
in the 15.000 km monster race.

19071907

Confident Peking to Paris

Frenchman Goddard competes 
with a Spyker in the most grueling 
raid of all times; the Peking to 
Paris raid. It is the first case of 
Sports Sponsoring by Louis 
Vuitton.

February August
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Spyker introduced a new type of 
engine. This was a mono-bloc four 
cylinder unit with remarkable 
transverse camshafts, designed by 
Belgian engineer Jean Valentin 
Laviolette. The 12hp engine had 
one camshaft placed between the 
two pairs of cylinder; the bigger 
engines had two, each servicing 
two cylinders.

1910

After the First World War in 1919 a 
two-seater car, the C1 
"Aerocoque", was shown for first 
time. It was intended as a show car 
but was also produced on a very 
limited scale. It had extrovert 
streamlined bodywork inspired by 
aircraft design.

19191914

Laviolette Nulla tenaci invia est via C1 Aerocoque

Four years later, in 1914, Spyker 
merged with the Dutch Aircraft 
Factory N.V. and the axiom 
became: "Nulla tenaci invia est 
via": for the tenacious no road is 
impassable. During the First World 
War, 100 Spyker fighter planes and 
200 aircraft engines were 
produced
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The first ‘Spyker 30/40 PK’ leaves 
the factory. The so called ‘Tenax’ or 
C4 breaks the Rolls Roys 
endurance record by 6.000 km. 
The C4 completes 30.360 km in 
the Dutch winter weather in just 
over a month.

1920

The standard C4 was not exactly a 
race car but it claimed many iconic 
victories including the La Turbie 
(Monte Carlo) hill climb.

1920-19221922

A Spyker C4 breaks 
the Rolls Royce record

Double12 record La Turbie

By 1922, renowned racing driver 
Selwyn Edge felt technology had 
progressed enough to attempt to 
break the average speed record he 
had set in 1907. He chose a 
Spyker C4 fitted with streamlined 
racing bodywork for the challenge, 
succeeding by driving at an 
average of 120kph (74.5mph) 
during two 12-hour periods.
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1925

In 1925, 45 years after it was first 
formed, the original Spyker 
company ceased trading.
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2000 2015

Spyker reborn Asset sale

Phase II - Building the brand

In 2000, Victor Muller re-establishes Spyker with the 
introduction of the Spyker C8 Spyder at the Birmingham 
Motor Show. The Spyder won instant acclaim and was 
awarded the 2000 Institute of Vehicle Engineers Design 
Award.

The following year, Spyker launches its Coupe sibling, the 
Spyker C8 Laviolette. In the 15 years following, Spyker 
manages to establish itself firmly in the ultra-premium 
sports car niche, a feat only achieved by Pagani, 
Koenigsegg and Spyker over the past 20 years, whereas 
hundreds tried and failed to do the same during those 
years.

In December 2015, the shareholders of Spyker decided to 
sell the assets and operations to Spyker Ltd., owned by the 
founder and his 3 partners.
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Seventy-five years after the 
original company disappeared, the 
Spyker brand was resurrected. In 
2000 Spyker Automobielen B.V. 
unveiled the Spyker C8 Spyder at 
the Birmingham Motor Show.

2000

The Spyker C8 Double12R, 
Spyker’s contestant in the 
endurance race arena, was 
launched at the Frankfurt Motor 
Show on a day we will 
remember ...

2001

Spyker Automobielen B.V. C8 Double12R

Spyker unveiled the Spyker C8 
Laviolette at the Amsterdam RAI 
Auto Show in February 2001. The 
Laviolette is the coupe derivative of 
the Spyker C8 Spyder launched in 
Birmingham 5 months prior.

October 17 September 11

Spyker C8 Laviolette

2001
February
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Spyker made an initial public 
offering (IPO) on 27 May 2004 the 
company is listed at the 
Amsterdam Stock Exchange (ticker 
symbol SPYKR) Euronext 
Amsterdam.

IPO

2004
May 27

Spyker races their new open 
Spyker C8 Spyder GT2R and claim 
two podium positions; 3rd in the 
German LMS round and 2nd in the 
FIA GT Dubai round.

2005 2005

Podium finishes Ultimate gift

Also in 2005, the Spyker C8 
Spyder was chosen by the luxury 
lifestyle magazine Robb Report as 
one of its ultimate gift 
recommendations. The annual 
„Robb Report Ultimate Gift Guide‟ 
features only twenty-one 
extraordinary gifts with several 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunities.
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The Spyker D12 Peking-to-Paris, a 
Super-SUV concept, made its 
worldwide debut during the 2006 
Geneva Motor Show.

D12 Peking-to-Paris

2006
March

Spyker Squadron races two factory 
cars and finishes the season as 
the third best GT2 constructor in 
the FIA GT. The team finishes third 
in the Silverstone LMS round.

2006 2006-2007

3rd GT2 constructor F1: Pinnacle of motor sports

Spyker acquires the Midland 
Formula One team and competes 
a season as Spyker F1 in the 
pinnacle of motor sports; the FIA 
Formula One.
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Squadron races one factory car 
and supports a 2nd customer car. 
The team finishes on the podium in 
Silverstone and just misses the 
podium in Brazil.

2007

Customer teams

Victor R. Muller, CEO of Spyker 
Cars, and Andrea Zagato, CEO of 
Zagato, unveiled the Spyker C12 
Zagato concept at the 77th 
Geneva International Motor Show.

2007

Spyker C12 Zagato

March
2008

November

The Spyker C8 Laviolette LM85 
made its debut at the L.A. motor 
show.

Spyker C8 Laviolette LM85
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The production version of the 
Spyker C8 Aileron, the second 
generation Spyker sports car made 
its debut at the 2009 Geneva 
Motor Show.

2009

2nd generation

Later in the year the Spyker C8 
Aileron Spyder concept was 
unveiled at the globally celebrated 
Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance in Monterey, California.

2009 2009

Spyker C8 Aileron Spyder Fabulous season

Spyker Squadron enjoys a 
fabulous season, finishing third in 
the overall standings of the Le 
Mans Series and fifth in class in 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

March August
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Spyker Cars N.V. completed the 
acquisition of Saab Automobile AB 
from General Motors, just three 
months after announcing its 
interest in the Swedish brand.

2010

Saab acquisition

2011

Liquidation Saab

On 19 December after having tried 
unsuccessfully to reach a deal 
which would satisfy all 
stakeholders in Saab, Saab 
Automobile AB goes into 
liquidation.

February December

In 2012, Spyker completely 
restructures itself and Youngman 
of Jinhua, China, becomes a 30 
percent shareholder.

2012

Restructuring
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After a breach of contract by the 
Chinese shareholder Youngman, in 
December 2014, Spyker N.V. has 
to file for moratorium of payment 
and achieves an amicable 
settlement with its creditors by July 
2015. In December 2015, Spyker 
sold its assets to its founder and 
his partners who then incorporated 
Spyker Ltd.

2015

Asset sale

In 2013, Spyker launches the 
Spyker B6 Venator concept, a 
unique alternative in the high 
luxury sports car segment, at the 
83rd Geneva International Motor 
Show. The B6 Venator lowers the 
barrier to entry for potential Spyker 
customers.

2013 2013

B6 Venator B6 Venator Spyder

The Spyker B6 Venator Spyder 
concept was unveiled at the 
globally celebrated Pebble Beach 
Concours d’Elegance in Monterey, 
California.

December 28
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2016 ∞

Spyker resurgence, driven by innovation ….

Phase III - Focus

Leaving the turbulent past behind, the founder Victor Muller 
and his partner MAG 3 Ventures inject the assets and 
operations acquired from Spyker NV in the new, clean 
structure of Spyker Ltd with production moving to Coventry 
in the UK.

While building on the existing brand, Spyker continuous to 
focus on the creation of ultra high end super sports cars, 
whilst maintaining the driver engagement the brand is 
renowned for.
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Within 29 days after launching the 
limited edition Spyker C8 Preliator 
at the Geneva Autosalon 2016, 
Spyker sells all 50 units, while 
receiving raving reviews from the 
media and its customers.

2016

Spyker C8 Preliator

On 7 March 2017, Spyker returns 
to the 87th Geneva International 
Motor Show and announces the 
open top sibling to the Preliator 
launched the previous year of 
which it will produce not more than 
100 units.

2017 2020

Spyker C8 Preliator Spyder Spyker D8 Peking-to-Paris

Spyker intends to show the all new 
Spyker D8 Peking-to-Paris hybrid 
SSUV at the Autosalon of Geneva 
in March 2020, introducing 
disruptive hybrid technologies.

March MarchMarch


